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factions hitherto united to eject the invaders, necessitated the rein-
forcement of our troops there, and marked the beginning of an
unwelcome commitment which was to extend far beyond the end
of the war. Four more divisions, including the three divisions of
the Canadian ist Corps, were sent away from Italy to the Western
theatre in the interval between the end of the winter campaign of
1944 and the opening of the final Allied offensive in April, 194 c
The role of the Fifteenth Army Group in Italy in this offen-
sive was to destroy the twenty-five German divisions under
General Vietinghof, who had replaced Marshal Kesselring, before
they could retreat across the Alps to continue the battle in Austria.
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General Clark decided to launch his pain effort on the American
Fifth Army front in the Bologna sector, after an initial attack by
General McCreery's British Eighth Army across the Senio had
pinned down the hostile reserves. The Eighth Army at the date of
this offensive comprised the Vth, Xth, and Xlllth Corps, and the
British Commonwealth troops consisted of the 56th and